


Wagering Today
Canada has had legal sports wagering for decades.
Canadian lottery corporations can only offer parlay 
wagering which is a bet on two or more sporting events. 
This is not what Canadians want, as evidenced by the 
tens of billions of dollars that have been channeled to 
illegal bookmaking operations or to offshore online 
sportsbooks - which represent a very significant stream 
of incremental revenue which could be funding the 
important public priorities.

Cutting Off Illegal Wagering Opportunities
It’s estimated Canadians are spending $10 billion dollars 
annually through illegal sports betting operations control 
by organized crime.

In December 2019, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
broke up a Hells Angels-controlled illegal gambling ring 
in southwestern Ontario that earned $131 million over a 
five-year period. 

Based on the average profit margin of 5 – 6% for a 
sportsbook operation, this single organized crime 
operation would have accepted close to $2.5 billion 
dollars in illegal wagers over the five-year period.

The OPP allege that Hells Angels members controlled 
the gambling ring and its five sports betting websites: 

Ultimate Sports Book, Titan Sports Book, PlaytoWin Sports
Book, Privada Sports Book, and Players Sports Book.

The recently released “Public Report on Organized 
Crime in Canada” by Criminal Intelligence Service Canada
highlights the use of illegal gaming operations by 
organized crime groups as a “high-profit/low-risk market”.

“	Outlaw Motorcycle Groups collaborate with 
other Organized Crime Groups (OCGs) in the 
importation of cocaine and other illicit drugs, 
and have networks stretching across Canada that 
facilitate their well-established distribution lines. 
They are criminally associated to groups that 
form the Traditional Organized Crime network 
and are involved with Organized Crime Groups 
involved in illegal online gaming, which is seen as 
a high- profit/low-risk market.”

	 Page 8- Public Report on Organized Crime in Canada from Criminal 

Intelligence Service Canada December 2019

The report went on to remark that the organized crime 
groups use the illegal gaming operations to fund other 
forms of criminality.

“	Gaming networks generate millions of dollars of
	 revenue each year, and OCGs involved in this market
	 use these illicit funds to finance other forms of 

criminality, such as drug importing and trafficking.”
	 Page 12- Public Report on Organized Crime in Canada from Criminal 

Intelligence Service Canada December 2019
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Supporting Jobs in Communities 
Across Canada
Canada’s gaming industry supports over 182,000 jobs 
across Canada with almost $12 billion in annual labour 
income, while purchasing over $14.5 billion in goods 
and services each year. There are currently 115 casino-
style gaming facilities across Canada located in the 
ridings of 100 MP’s. 

A legal, regulated sports wagering marketplace will 
drive additional revenue through increased food and 
beverage sales, gaming activity, and sports wag ering 
revenue while supporting jobs in Canada’s legal and 
regulated gaming industry.

Legal Single-Event Sports Betting 
in US Border States 
The majority of the states directly touching the Canadian
border have live and approved sports betting, or have 
changes coming or under consideration for sports betting.

For border communities, opening a sports book will 
serve as an economic stimulus, create hundreds of 
employment opportunities, and generate a significant 
new tax revenue stream for the city. There is a real and 
rising threat to our industry from US border states and 
we can’t afford to be left behind.




